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Prez letter:  The final HUB Club meeting of 2016 is Sunday, November 6, at 

the Fox Valley Saddle Association clubhouse at 12 noon. So far there are 9 people coming 

out of a membership of almost 80.  Here are some reasons why you may want to 

RSVP to me and show up: 
  

1. At least 2 officers are resigning and weôre accepting nominations for ALL positions 

2. The main agenda item will be our Annual Spring Clinic: who, when, where 

3. Feasibility of a second fall pleasure drive! 
4. Formation of 2017 Event, Sponsorship and other 

committees 

5. Planning of January Annual Meeting (where, when) 
  

Best of all, Kris B. is bringing something called ñflanò (Egg custard) with 
fruit (and deviled eggs). To be fully transparent, I intend to ask the group 
why they think turnout for ALL events is so poor: are we not offering the 
right events, are people just busy, what? So if nothing else, come to share 
your thoughts on how we can move the club in the direction that itôs dues-

paying members want.  Yours Truly,    Dr. Lydia Gray  

TREASURY:  $5,412.00 

 From the Editor     As your editor, I ask that you send me photos and anything else that 

 you would like to see in the newsletter.  I am more than happy to use anything you want in the  

newsletter, as it is YOUR newsletter. If you want to continue to have an informative newsletter, 

 I need material from the membership. You can send them to me directly at briarpatcheast@aol.com 

 by the 20
th

 of each month.   Kris Breyer 

From the Webmaster:  Please submit items for web page. Include pictures of all our 

 members. Please send names of driver, passengers, horse(s), and description of what you are  

doing, and where.   

  

 



   2016 Driving  
NOVEMBER 

6 MEETING  FVSA in Hampshire ,IL. NOON (SEE FLYER BELOW) 

 



NEWS:  
I have a new driving horse in training with Sharon Makurat. Her name is Shy Anne 
and she is a Spotted Draft cross who I rescued three years ago. She had several 
medical problems to overcome and also needed to trust people again after having 
been abused. She is a happy and confident horse now and will be my new driving 

horse. She is very sweet and has a very calm disposition. I hope she will be ready to bring to the HUB Club 
clinic next spring. I have attached some photos of Shy Anne learning to pull a carriage. I hope you like them. I 
am excited about bringing Shy Ann to driving events when she is ready. 

See you all at the HUB Club meeting November 6.   Sandy Nowicki 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

The Oktoberfest  clinic    I didnôt take any photos, but here is a summary. 

The Oktoberfest clinic weekend was held October 9 with several drivers arriving the 7th  

 to get in extra practice time.   Special outreach efforts were made to the VSE drivers, many of whom compete 

only in breed shows.   We ended up with seven VSEs in singles and pairs plus two small ponies and some horse 

singles and a pony pair.   We had mostly Wisconsin drivers, but did attract one from Minnesota. 

The weather dried up just in time and remained good all weekend, which was nice of the campers.  All the trails 

were mowed and three gated obstacle plus an ungated one and the water obstacle were made available.  Some 

of the VSEs had little out of ring experience, but none had issues with the marathon course.  The novices figured 

out cones quickly. 

Kate VanSicklin, a ridden dressage judge, rider and instructor provided dressage lessons while John Freiburger 

offered cones and marathon lessons.  The cones course was a tight, VSE oriented course which the small ponies 

also seemed to enjoy and the horses and pony pair could manage, if not very quickly.   A wine and cheese was 

held Saturday night with a question and answer period that lasted more than an hour, so those unfamiliar with 

CDEs could absorb some of the elements of the rules and the challenges that lay ahead. 

I believe Oktoberfest succeeded.  We shall know for certain next spring if we have increased the VSE competitor 

numbers at the Hickory Knoll CDE.  That event is scheduled for July 22 and 23.   

We will be organizing a May clinic, which may return to our double clinic format, with schedules for pleasure 

drivers as well as CDE drivers. John Freiburger 

                   The National Drive 2016  
The National Drive 2016 was another fun and beautiful weekend.  I left my red headed boyfriend óakaô Sami at 

home this trip.  For those that have not attended the ND yet, you are missing a great experience.  This is an 

 event that has one gorgeous trail after another.  The scenery is beautiful.  You get to enjoy some fun obstacles, 

including playing in the water.   What a great training opportunity.  I enjoyed watching and helping friends that 

were able to get some great advice from the clinicians.  Team Peterson and Luna got great advice on bending!!   

There were experienced drivers and drivers new to the sport.  This is a great place that is surrounded by driving 

people that are willing to help fellow drivers.  While there, Ann Katona received the support she has waited for  

and was able to debut the first ever hitching of Cody Pony.  Pam Pollack showcased her new Mr. Twister.  It  

was so much fun to watch friends enjoy their new and old partners. Team Thomas and Tino looked 

handsomeéé..he has come a long way!!   I had the opportunity to have some nice visits with old / new friends,.  

Bev and Dave Patrick gave us a beautiful drive with her pair so I did get to enjoy the trails.  I actually had more 

time to enjoy the educational programs and oké.Shopping!!!! Great place to get some Christmas shopping  

done!! There is fun for all, with or without a horse.  It is very welcoming, next year the ADS annual meeting  

will be there also!!!  Hope to see you all there next year!!!!   Sheri Haviza 



   Check a Big One off the Bucket list!!!    
Villa Louis Carriage Classic we 

finally arrived!  Over two decades 

ago, I was invited to come watch 

this beautiful event.  I was 

mesmerized. I had dreamed and 

hoped that one day I would be in 

that ring.  I didnôt even have a 

driving horse yet!!  I was not brave 

enough with my first driving horse 

Alex, which I bred and raised.  I 

kept dreamingé..next year we can 

do this.  It never happened.  Jax, 

my 2nd horse would have been on 

mental overload.  Third horseé.5 

yrs of training naughtiness behind 

us (I was hoping and 

praying)éSami The Super Morgan 

gave me my dream!  I can say it went better than I could have asked for. I was too nervous to be with 

 the novice horses or drivers, so we jumped to Limit Driver.  With the help June Pederson, who adopted me in 

warm up, Sue West, Ann McCombs and my friends and sister, we made it inside that scary paddock.  Not only  

did Sami perform like a gentleman, we took 2nd in turnout for our first class at Pleasure Driving, let alone Villa.  

 He behaved in Gamblers, which I had no idea what was going on.  Cones, which has been our nemesis was 

great.  The balls down were my fault and he went over the bridge.  The water hazard was brillianté.and we 

survived cross country, thanks to Dan Peterson that sacrificed Susan to go with me.  Throughout the weekend, 

 it was so nice to see my friends waving along the fence.  When they announced we won Working class, I was 

stunned.  I felt Annie Randall was still in that announcer tent cheering me on. I thought of her throughout the 

weekend. My goals were to not buck and to not be asked to remove myself.  We went well beyond and tied for 

Champion.  After the tie breaker we 

were the Villa Louis Limit Driver 

Reserve Championéa dream come 

true 

 for this girl with her Red Headed 

Boyfriend! 

Sheri Haviza and Sami (Do More 

Dancinõ Sergeant) 

 

 

 



     Horse Care Tips to Ease into Fall  
By: Dr. Lydia Gray 

 

Horses need care year-round, but special attention during the changing of the seasons 

can help ease horses into the different environments with their unique challenges. One of 

those changes is Fall, which officially begins September 23
rd

and ends December 21
st
. Itôs 

tempting to be distracted by Halloween and Thanksgiving, but if your horse is coming off 

a busy summer of lessons and shows, he may need some TLC before winter arrives. 

  

Nutrition                            

Depending on where you live, pasture may be dwindling as a forage source so itôs 

probably time to start upping the hay amount. While youôre in the hay barn, make sure 

youôve got enough hay and also that itôs not dusty, moldy, or weedy. With green grass 

declining, it may be time to add back in omega 3 fatty acids, Vitamins E and A, and other 

nutrients. At the same time, most insect products can probably be discontinued. Consider swapping out electrolytes (to 

replace minerals lost in sweat) for plain salt (to meet daily sodium needs and promote drinking). If your horse does better 

on a joint supplement, a hoof supplement, or a digestive supplement, continue to support his systems but be practical and 

dial things down a notch without stopping altogether if the workload, travel, or other stress begins to lessen. For example, 

20 grams of biotin may be sufficient in the off-season instead of 30 grams. 

  

Exercise 

Speaking of workload, fall can be a great time to ride because of cooler temps and fewer bugs! As always, make any 

changes to your horseôs exercise program gradually, whether youôre adding to the intensity/duration or subtracting from it. 

So if show season is ending, develop a plan to keep your horseôs joints, muscles and other soft tissues, heart and lungs, 

and his mind active and engaged. 

  

Health care 

Nearly every horse needs dewormed in the fall, either because the grazing season is ending OR because itôs just 

beginning. Either way, fall is a great time to ask your veterinarian to give your horse a once-over for any unsoundness that 

may have developed, for sharp points on his teeth, for his body condition score and weight going into winter, and other 

issues. Use this time to chat about what vaccinations your horse might benefit from this time of year, what plants and 

trees become toxic in the fall, and at what temperature sheets and blankets might be a good idea. Save plenty of time to 

rake those leaves! 

 

About Dr. Lydia Gray 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



My Experience at the USEF Developing Driver Clinic  
 This late summer I received an invite to attend the 2016 Fall Developing Driver Clinic taking place in Paris, 

Kentucky at Hillcroft Farm. It was an opportunity that I had hoped for and was eager to partake in, despite being 

unsure of what to exactly expect from the weekend. I approached the weekend with an open mind, and eager to 

make new friends from across the Midwest driving sport world.  

 Having applied early in 2016 and not receiving much in communication after my early spring application,  

I decided to apply again for the fall clinic once I was aware of the date. Applications must include a letter of intent, 

letters of reference, a video of you and your horse(s), and competitive experience at the Preliminary Level or 

above. All applications are reviewed by the clinician and invites are offered. It is important to note that the program 

is not for everyone. Only those applications are considered for inclusion into the program that have demonstrated 

skills, and desire for Advanced and FEI level competition. Special consideration can be given for junior drivers 

showing a level of commitment and focus within the 

sport of Combined Driving.  

 So late in September my Mom and I hit the road 

for Kentucky with my horse Funnominial CG (Lucas), 

 a 6 yr old KWPN gelding, in tow with the destination of 

the lovely Hillcroft Farm, home of Misdee Wrigley-

Miller. Arriving mid-afternoon, we found the stabling 

arrangements in the guest barn on Hillcroft Farm and 

were soon greeted by Wisconsin native and long-time 

farm manager Todd Draheim. Once we had Lucas 

settled into his accommodations and chatted a bit with 

those that had arrived before us, we got settled into our 

hotel for the weekend and prepared for a weekend of 

learning ahead.  
 Saturday started early 

with Lucas and I being first on 

the lesson schedule. We had 

received previous directions to 

attend the Saturday lesson with 

our dressage vehicle, proper 

whip, and to have warmed up 

prior to the lesson start time. 

Coach Thorsten Zarembowicz 

started our lesson by taking 

some time to observe us as we 

worked through some given 

figures. He then asked to drive 

Lucas himself so that he could 

really be in tune with what I 

was experiencing in the reins. 

He complimented me on the correctness and feel of Lucasôs mouth contact and how even he was. Yes, all horses 

have a stronger/better direction, including Lucas, but his differences were minor overall he thought. Thorsten then 

complimented me on how well I had brought Lucas along, not pushing him too hard, giving him time to develop, 

but also stating that it was time for Lucas to put his ñbig boy pants onò and develop the upper level frame of an 

Intermediate and Advanced level horse. This was not new information 

 

 



 

 for me, as previous instruction this year has helped me focus on starting this training.  So for the remaining part 

 of the lesson, with Thorsten on the back of my carriage, we worked on getting Lucas to really drive from behind, 

lower the hindquarters by adding more hindquarter engagement and elevate the front end, while maintaining the 

upright but round head and neck carriage, and swinging through the back. This is tough work for a horse, and a 

driver can over-do it and then actually make negative progress if not done correctly. 

 After our lesson, and after Lucas had been taken care of, we had the opportunity to watch the other clinic 

participants. Most of these participants had previously participated in DD clinics, and so they were continuing to 

work on ongoing training programs. The variety of equines, from Welsh crosses, Hackney Horses, and Lusitanos, 

both ponies and horses, singles and pairs, were representative as to what is seen in current driving sport 

competing at both Preliminary and Intermediate Levels.  

 Saturday morning started with abbreviated dressage lessons and then an individual cones lesson in the 

afternoon. Coach Thorsten set up the toughest cones course I had ever had the opportunity to drive or walk! 

There wasnôt a single set of cones that could be approached from straight on! Everything was approached on a 

curve and if you got the chance to straighten your horse and carriage it wasnôt for more than a stride or two and 

then you had to prepare to make another turn. Serpentines were a WHOLE lot tighter than what we typically see 

in CDE competitions. The comment of the participants was ñWhat World Championship did he recycle this course 

from?!ò   As we took turns running the course, our runs were timed, and we were given instruction on how to look 

at a course and break it into sections for time and speed. My first time through the course I took two balls down 

and the second time I was clear. The technical driving required for a course of this caliber really set the pin for the 

usefulness of dressage fundamentals in successful cones driving. 


