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Presidentds Perspective

Now that summer is upon us, As | write this, | just sent out
our newsletter is chock full of an email blast to all the mem-
writeups from local driving  bers to see if anyone wants td
events. Whet h carpool with me to the Car-
Club Annual Spring Clinic riage Barn Tour that Dairy-
with Trish Demers, the Navi- land Driving Club is putting
gator Clinic with Carrie Os-  on. For the admission price o
trowski at Jennifer Thomp-  a side dish at the potluck
sonds, or t he lunch,attendees are invited i
Festival (all events | personall join a walking tour of two

participated in, attended, or  private carriage collections

volunteered at, respectively), near Madi son, 0|
thereds pl ent 'bedrving up tothe same are

ing enthusiasts to see and do again next weekend to volun-

Kelly Chuman even obtained t eer at Mary e

her Carriage Association of ognized Notara Farm HDT. ¥ |
America (CAA) Level 1 Driver And | just submitted my entry /]
Proficiency Certification whilef or m f or t he "Hﬂ)ﬁén gdy,q‘d? r@tﬁing my
Trish was here and now she, ADT on Sunday July horse | sure have a full sched-
Grace, and | (the Three Mus- 14" where | have the privilege ule! Hope yours is tgo.
keteers) are studyingupfor of dri ving Cathy Brockds pai
Level 2! of minis: Bilbo (Billy) and

Calendar and Upcoming Events...more info on last page
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Trish Times Two: Double the Driving Fun with Demers...by Lydia Gray

What 6s more fun than one day of |l essons wit
HUB Club of northern I 1lIlinois/southern Wisc
Valley, AZ back to the Chicagoland area for a carriage driving clinic the weekend of May 18 and
Despite the weath&rwhich ranged from 40 to 80 degrees and from bright and sunny to dark and
stormyi drivers, auditors, and horses of all levels delighted in her natural horsemanship-methods
approach to driving.

Trish uses analogies, catchy phrases, and simple memory d¢
vices to help drivers understand and remember the concepts
| she is trying to get across. For example, when Kelly Chuma
riving her own Bert, a 3®awld black Percheron/QH geld-
ing, was having trouble keeping his head down during walk
w trot transitions, Trish used the buckethewell analogy. She
explained: the head coming up is like a bucket in a well on a
rope so before you ask for the trot from the walk, get the hea
where you want it using you
fingers to lower it.

Photo by Krista Ziec

With Chet Thompson and Dafne, ayBawld brown dun
Norwegian Fjord mare just getting started in her driving
reer, Trish shared her famous train analogy. As some o
heard last year, think of the driving turnout as a train. T8 -
first car is the horseo6s ECSSESERE) SS§ @ p———mih c
shoulders and withers, next is the barrel or ribcage, follg® ;
by the hindquarters, with the carriage as the caboose.
driverds job is to keep
alignment otherwise they jam up, bulge out, or even ju
the tracks. In combination with the reins, drivers use the
whip like riders use their legs to ask their horses to yielc
bodies and maintain straightness or bend.

Photo by Krista Ziec

% \When Krista Ziec drove theygawld black Morgan

gel ding AiBucksnortds Spec
Carlo, she was instructed to stroke his inside hind and
barrel to ask him to yield, soften his body, and shift his
barrel to the outside in
known, can also be quite forward especially at the begi
ning of a drive, and to encourage him to relax and settl
in to the work Trish sugg
in the rhythmod such as th
Little Star; or Row, Row, Row Your Boat.
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The |l ovely tandem pair off AS
AStarl i ne JRdolkShétland Ramy 6
~Applega mares, needed no music with a bell on their harness anfl a
bell on the cart for trail driving. Driven by the experi-
enced whip Grace FrejlaGlr ubb, t he dAgifl s
been hitched in this configuration for a week before the
clinic. The focus of this lesson was in keeping the wheeler
(Rhona) opposed to the leader (Rihanna). This meant hav-
ing the wheelerds head to th
turns, circles, and corners. Also as part of this lesson, we
were treated to an excellent description and demonstra
tion of the correct use of the whip by Trish when driving
tandem.

After the Agirl so geawdemintgeldingd b
named Pippen (the roan) and Bilbo (the chestnut) owned by Cat
Brock that she graciously allowed me to borrow for the clinic. Bec
had never driven a pair before, | spent the weeks up to the clinic ¢ §* Bl ‘e e e
to know the boys by grooming, ground driving, and driving singly. = v

ever, | wanted to wait and have Trish walk me through pair harnes#
hitching, and starting off so my lesson was the first time that | act
drove a multiple!

[T

The fiLindadsodo rounded out thel

i Linda Fidler with @ Nyeaddh
bl ack war mbl ood mare, was
by not going so deep into them, which many drivers do

1 Linda Sweeney practiced single rein handling with her 18hoto by Linda Fidler
yeaipld bay Arab/Hanoverian/Welsh mare

1 Linda Holzrichter used her time to have Trish help her startyea@ld bay TB cross geld-
ing in |long |ines using the facilityds rjoun

Finally, Kelly Chuman took a second lesson with her
husband ‘aoldehgsnutBélgian cross mare
ASugar o while Sue West Dbjrus
ate Level dressage before the Metamora CT and CDEH in
June with AYeadidbaydprgan mmare. |1 8

Take a breath and roll ylour
heard often during the two days of the 2019 Trish
Demers clinic and one that hopefully many drivers wil
be reminding themselves of throughout the year!

Sue and Kahua hiding from the rain. Photo by Krista Ziec




